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To the HARTLEPOOL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, | 

I beg to lay before you my Annual Report for the year 1920. 
According to the instructions of the Ministry of Health, the arrang- 
ement of this Report varies from those of former years, and will be 
dealt with under the following headings:- 


Census 1911. 2240 + Workhouse : 915. 
Seta 1920. 2469. - Workhouse.: 382. 


The Distric\t is situated on the South East Corner of the County 
of Durham and is bounded on the Bast by the North Sea, and the South 
by the river Tees. 
The geological formation consists of magnesian limestone, covered 
with a layer of boulder clay, of more or less thickness. In some 
Places the covering is more than ten feet in thickness and in the 
higher parts of the district, that is the North and West, the lime- 
stone rock in many places comes to the surface. 
South of a line contimed West from a point on the Coast between 
West Hartlepool and Seaton, the limestone strata changes to red 

- @andstone, the retisandstone being covered by a layer of clay. 
The District, 17,384 acres, is agricultural with the exception of 
the Zine and Acid Works at Seaton Snook, and the Cerebos Salt Works 
at Greatham. There are three villages, namely:- Greatham, nine- 
hundred and seventy-two (972)inhabitants; Elwick - One hundred and 
eighty-eight (188); and Hart - Two hundred and seventy six (286) ,and/| 
the Hamlet of Dalton Piercy. 
The Housing condition at Seaton Snook remains unchanged from the ( 
particulars given in the last Annual Report. 
The resthof the population is scattered throughout the district 
occupying farms and hinds hauses, and there is a small suburb of 
residential houses at West Park on the outskirts of West Hartlepool. 
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a-Garden Village." Graythorp"-is now under-construction.in the — -- 
Parish of Greatham. The Hay-out and Detail plans have been approved 
by the Ministry of Health and the Rural District Council. : 
The completed scheme embraces about seven hundred houses, thirty of 
which are now under construction, Baths and W.0@s are provided for ax 
each house and an endeavour will be made to introduce a system of 
weekly refuse removal. 
An outfall sewer to the Sea is being provided by the Rural District 
Council a Civil Engineer heving been appointed for the purpose. 
The Rural District Council have also in hand a Housing Scheme at 
Greatham, comprising, for the present, sixteen houses. An Architect 
has been appointed to carry out this work, but the plans have not yet 
been wholly approved by the Ministry of Health. 

“ede Sea a 
Births. | 66 births were registered. The sex of the children 
was:i- MALES: S6 - FEMALES: S50. The number of illegitimate 
births were two females. 

The Birth Rate is 26.7 per thousand per annum. The rate for 
the previous year was 18.1 and the mean rate for the srattnnd tox 
years was 22 % . 

Deaths. 26 deaths were registered of which 21 were males and 
5 females, namely:~ Mensies 1, Influenza 3, Pulmonary Tuberculosis l, 
Other Tuberculosis diseases 1, Cancer 1, Bronchitis 5, Pneumonia 4, 
Diarrhoea (under 2 years) 1, Congenital Debility 1, Violence (apart 
from suicide)}, Other defined diseases 9, TOTAL: 26, giving a Death 
Rate of 10.5 per thousand per annum. The rate for the previous year 
was 11.8 per thousand and the mean rate for the previous ‘Ge pee 
was t3-5{ 6 
Five deaths were registered of babies under one year, an infant 
mortality of 75.7 per thousand births registered. The infant mortality 
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for 1919 was 104.1 and the mean rate for the past ten years was § © 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 
The following notifications were received:~ Scarlet Fever 14, Erysi- 
pelas 4, Diphtheria 2, Pneumonia 1, Tubercular Peritenitis 1, 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 2, Dysentery 1, Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1, and 


Cerebro-spinal Meningitis 1, TOTAL : 27. 
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Of the 14 cases of Scarlet Fever, ten were reported from Greatham, 
the spread of the disease was checked. 

In June on account of an outbreak of an epidemic of Measles at Hart, — 
the Schools were closed for three weeks. 


‘The case of Cerebro-spinal meningitis was reported from Howbeck 


House, likewise the case of ophthalmia neonatorum. 
ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE 


Where were five deaths from the eight principal Zymotic diseases:- 
‘Small pox-Nil, Searlet Fever - Nil, Diphtheria - Nil, Typhoid Fever- 
_ Wily Whooping cough ~ Nil; Measles ~ 1; Diarrhoea - 1, Influenza ~ 3. 


The symotic death rate is 2.02 per thousand and the previous year 
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Three-deaths were reported, two being Pulmonary and one abdominal. 
There were two deaths ~ one Pulmonary and one abdominal. fhe Death 
rate Of »4 per thousand pulmonary and the total tuberculosis Death 


3 rate of .8 per thousand. 


No change in the water supplies of the several parts of the district 


hes taken place during the year. No serious shortage of water has 


been experienced and ne cases of pollution found. 
- SEAERAGE 
Greatham has a sewerage system which discharges into tidal water at 
Greatham fmmmk Beck. The pipes have been flushed during the year. 
The outfalls in the villages of Elwick, Hart, and Dalton Piercy have 
been cleaned and opened out during the year. 
SUAVENGING. 
The scavenging of Hart, Elwick, and Greatham, has been carried out 
fairly satisfactory, but a number of complaints have had to be made, 
particularly at Greatham. | 
In future I would suggest the persons appointedto carry-cut this 
work be asked to enter into a legal agreement to inelvde the removal 
of disused bottles, jars, tins, etc., in addition te night-soil and 
ashes. | 
HOUSING. | 
The conditions reported in the last Annual Report have undergone no 
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change and the particulars as set out in the recent re-survey of 
housing needs (Fully reported) give an idea of existing conditions. 
PAIKIES. 

A thorough inspection ef the district was carried out during the 
month of October. 

A mumber of Cow-sheds were found to be unsatisfactory but theme were 
dealt with and improvements effected. 

Care is being exercised in the supplying of milk from the Rural 
- ‘District to ine eajeteing Borovghs. 


A Tabulated form of work done under the above headings by the 
Sanitary Inspector is appended y dealing fully with inspections made 
and improvements effected. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
‘Your obedisnt Servent ‘ 
(SIGNED) ¥W. WARNER COOK. 
Me 0. He 
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